Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 214981 

54 

ORIGIN EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-00 PRS-01 PA-01 USIA-06 OES-06 

ERDA-05 ACDA-07 /049 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ROC:DGBROWN:BDS 
APPROVED BY EA/ROC:BLEVIN 
EA/P - MR. SMITH 
EA/PRCM - MR. MCMAHAN 

045718 

P R 302233Z AUG 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI PRIORITY 
INFO USMISSION IAEA VIENNA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 214981 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MNUC, TW 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS CONCERNING REPROCESSING ON TAIWAN 

REE: TAIPEI 5907 

1 . EMBASSY WILL BE RECEIVING IN AUGUST 30 WIRELESS FILE 
THE TEXTS OF THE AUGUST 29 WASHINGTON POST AND AUGUST 30 
NEW YORK TIMES STORIES CONCERNING REPROCESSING ON TAIWAN. 
PARA 2 BELOW GIVES THE Q'S AND A S PREPARED ON THESE 
STORIES EOR THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESMAN GUIDANCE. THE 
SPOKESMAN DREW ON THESE IN REPLYING TO QUESTIONS AT NOON 
BRIEFING ON AUGUST 30. EXCERPTS FROM THE NOON BRIEFING 
WILL ALSO BE INCLUDED IN THE WIRELESS FILE. EMBASSY MAY 
DRAW UPON THESE Q'S AND A'S IN RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS 
ADDRESSED IN THE GUIDANCE, BUT SHOULD REFER OTHER INQUIR- 
IES TO DEPARTMENT. 
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Q: THE SUNDAY WASHINGTON POST HAS A STORY ALLEGING THAT 
THE USG HAS INTELLIGENCE THAT TAIWAN IS SECRETLY REPROCESS- 
ING SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL AT AN UNDISCLOSED FACILITY ON 
TAIWAN. ACCORDING TO TODAY'S NEW YORK TIMES, US OFFICIALS 
HAVE CONFIRMED THIS REPORT. CAN YOU COMMENT ON THIS? 

A: THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT COMMENT ON ALLEGED INTELLI- 
GENCE REPORTS. THE ROC IS A PARTY TO THE NON-PROLIFERATION 
TREATY AND HAS REPEATEDLY STATED PUBLICLY THAT IT WILL 
LIVE UP TO ITS COMMITMENTS UNDER THIS TREATY. IT HAS 
GIVEN THIS SAME ASSURANCE TO THE US GOVERNMENT. WE FUL- 
LY EXPECT IT TO LIVE UP TO THESE COMMITMENTS. 

Q: IS TAIWAN CURRENTLY PRODUCING PLUTONIUM THROUGH 
REPROCESSING OF SPENT FUELS? 

A: FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS THE ROC HAS BEEN CON- 
STRUCTING A SMALL REPROCESSING LABORATORY FOR RESEARCH 
PURPOSES. THIS LABORATORY HAS BEEN DECLARED TO THE 
IAEA AND IS COVERED BY IAEA SAFEGUARDS. IT IS OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS NOT YET OPERATIONAL. 

Q: BUT THE WASHINGTON POST STORY ALLEGES THAT REPROCES- 
SING IS BEING ACCOMPLISHED SECRETLY AT OTHER FACILITIES. 

IS THAT TRUE? 

A: AS I NOTED EARLIER, THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT COMMENT 
ON ALLEGED INTELLIGENCE REPORTS. 

Q: THE WASHINGTON POST STORY IMPLIES THAT THE US 
HAS ADOPTED A RELATIVELY PASSIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD ROC 
NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES. IS THIS TRUE? 

A: NOT AT ALL. WE HAVE CLEARLY AND FORCEFULLY CON- 
VEYED OUR VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT TO ROC OFFICIALS AND 
ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE ROC IS WELL AWARE OF OUR STRONG 
OPPOSITION TO THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
AND TO THE SPREAD OF NATIONAL REPROCESSING PLANTS. 

Q: THE WASHINGTON POST ALLEGES THAT THE US IS HOLDING 
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UP APPROVAL OF TWO NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS BECAUSE OF 
CONCERN ABOUT REPROCESSING. IS THIS TRUE? 

A: THE ROC REQUEST FOR POWER PLANT REACTORS NO. 5 
AND 6 ARE UNDER REVIEW AND A DECISION IS STILL PENDING. 

THIS IS CUSTOMARILY A TIME-CONSUMING PROCESS. 

Q: CAN YOU COMMENT ON THE WASHINGTON POST'S ALT.RGA- 
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TION THAT A ROC SCIENTIST WAS TRAINED IN REPROCESSING 
TECHNOLOGY AT THE ARGONNE LABORATORY LAST YEAR? 

A: WE UNDERSTAND THAT A ROC SCIENTIST DID RESEARCH 
AT THE ARGONNE LABORATORY ON THE USE OF PLUTONIUM IN 
THE FAST BREEDER REACTOR PROCESS. THE PROGRAM WAS 
AUTHORIZED BY ERDA AND IT IS IN A BETTER POSITION TO 
DEAL WITH DETAILS ON THIS MATTER. 

KISSINGER 
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